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FORTY-SECOND SAHS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
1.AGENDA
1. Call to Order and Welcome
2. Approval of the Minutes of the 4t5t Annual Meeting of Oct. 2,
2004
Jurg Siegenthaler

3. President's Report
Heinz B. Bachmann

4. Special Report: Swiss Roots
Ambassador Raymond Loretan

5. Elections: Board of Advisors, Class of 2005-2008
Rosa Schupbach

6. Membership Report
Ernest Thurston

7. Treasurer's Report
Heinz Bachmann (ad interim)

8. Audit Report
Ernest Thurston

9. Publications
Heinz Bachmann

10. New Business
11. Next Annual Meeting
12. Adjournment
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2.REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Forty-Second Annual Business Meeting

of the Swiss American Historical Society
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
October 1, 2005
1. The meeting is called to order at 10:20 AM.

2. Last year's minutes are approved unanimously.
3. President's Report
Our major publishing project was the book by Leo Lesqueureux, a
translation from the French, which is a first.
The Swiss-American Historical Review continues to publish important
writings and book reviews. The June issue was special in covering the
origins of the New Glarus settlement. Extra issues were purchased for sale at
the New Glarus museum.
Archival materials of the Society were considered to be stored at New
Glarus.
The Society was contacted several times for help and advice, especially
in connection with the Swiss Roots project (see below). There was a visit
from the Migration Museum in Winterthur .
The President thanked Mr. Portman as the host and the fellow officers
of the Society, as well as Marianne Burkhard and Leo Schelbert for their
help and support.
4. Special Report by Consul General Raymond Loretan on Swiss Roots
The Swiss Roots project fits within the context of better relations
between Switzerland and the U.S. and the efforts to arrive at a free trade
agreement: Swiss-Americans are to link up with their Swiss roots , Swiss at
home are to connect with their descendants abroad; 1 million SwissAmericans are to rediscover Switzerland.
The project encompasses events at the national, regional, and local
level.
At the national level, there will be an exhibit at Ellis Island, opening on
29 July 2006; a road show with a Swiss Postauto and singer, touring the
U.S.; and cultural events sponsored by Pro Helvetia.
There will be 7 regional events, including one at the Philadelphia
Constitution Center, and several local events.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2006
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Ideas are still welcome. The website, www.swissroots.org. will serve as
interface. People will be reached by postcards as well. An affinity network
between Swiss and American societies is to be created, propelled by the
Consulate General in New York. VIPs of Swiss origin are to be contacted
and engaged. A minimum amount of funding to get the project going is
available, but more money will have to be raised for special efforts.
Cooperation with SAHS would be most welcome, among others in the
field of genealogical information, contacts with the US Council of State
Archivists, and the scheduling of joint events.
5.

Elections

Fred Jenny is nominated to be Vice President in Switzerland. He is
elected unanimously.
In her nominating report, Rosa Schupbach presents the new class of
Advisors 2005-8:
Lewis B. Rohrbach
Franz Portman
Karl Niederer
Paula Sherman
Elsbeth Reimann
The new members of the Advisory Board are elected unanimously.
6. Membership Report
A handout is provided by Ernest Thurston. There are questions raised
concerning loss of members through non-renewal and concerning
recruitment. We have lost 40 percent of our membership over the last few
years. It is suggested that we do some analysis of how people find us. We
may need another survey, as well as ongoing marketing. Above all, we must
create awareness in the Swiss-American network that we exist. Use
publications as means of recruitment. Appeal to Romands, Ticinesi, and
people living in Canada. Our brochure must be updated and distributed, e.g.,
at the Embassy and Consulates.
9. Publications
An Othmar Ammann genealogy is in progress. His daughter will pay for
publication, but distribution is at our cost, c. $1,500, which is approved
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unanimously. The Review will have a special Ammann issue in June 2006.
There should be an event planned, perhaps in connection with the Ellis
Island exhibit and/or Swiss Roots.
A new book planned for 2007 will be a translation of letters by Otto
Wyss (1886-1935), immigrant to California. A $4000 subsidy from the
family is promised. A contribution by SAHS of $1,500 towards the cost of
translation is approved unanimously.
7. Treasurer's Report
We are doing well financially. There are questions on creating a
website, as well as other efforts of advertising, for which some money
should be spent.
The budget is approved unanimously as proposed.
11. Next Annual Meeting
Next year's Annual Meeting will be on Saturday, 7 October, in New
York City. An invitation to a reception at the Consul General's Residence is
extended.
12. Adjournment
The Meeting is adjourned at 12:45.
Submitted by Jurg K. Siegenthaler, Recording Secretary

B. President's Report
Welcome to this 42 nd Annual Meeting of the Swiss-American Historical
Society. As you have seen in your invitation, this meeting could as well be
called a Leo Lesquereux Memorial since today we are likely to devote as
much time to the memory of this remarkable 19th century bryologist from
Neuchatel as to the business of our Society. (By the way, if you did not have
time to look up in Webster's what the term bryologist stands for; it means a
specialist in the science of mosses)
First, let me extend a cordial welcome to Ambassador Raymond
Loretan, head of the Swiss Consulate General in New York. As you know,
he is the spiritus rector of the Discover your Swiss Roots idea and is going
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2006
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to talk to us about the progress of this project today. A welcome also to Ms.
Monica Howden, task manager of the Swiss Roots project.
As far as our book publishing activities go, this year focused
predominantly on the Lesquereux memoirs. While the translation by Prof.
Page was largely completed by the beginning of the year, much work
remained to be done, including the drafting of a biographical sketch by Prof.
Tritt, as well as the drafting of an introductory essay, preparing of
annotations and putting together a bibliography by Prof. Schelbert and Ms.
Wendy Everham. I am happy to report that this work has now been largely
completed; the book is scheduled to reach all of you early next spring. One
of its particular attractions is that - if I am not mistaken -it is the first book
published by our Society written by a French speaking Swiss and translated
from French. I shall come back to this later.
The SAHS Review in its first two editions of the year provided some
little known insights into the Protestant Reformation in Switzerland, in
particular into the beginning and end of the Reformation in the Middle and
Upper Valais, compared to the - relative - religious tolerance in Basel; it
also presented a review of the film Luther and a vivid response to it.
The June edition was special; it was the product of a collaborative effort of
two members of the New Glarus Historical Society and two of our own
members focusing on a single event, namely the beginning of the New
Glarus settlement in the Summer of 1845. In addition to producing a
remarkable document this approach had a number of positive side-effects;
first it showed the outstanding results we can achieve through close
cooperation with a "grass roots" Swiss club; second the purchase of 200
copies of the June Review by the New Glarus Historical Society for sale in
their Historical Village provided our Society with some welcome free
publicity; third it created much goodwill from the Consul General in
Chicago who was very pleased with our support of the New Glarus
initiative; finally, in an indirect way, it contributed to the marked
improvement in our relations with the Swiss Center of North America
during the course of the year. At one stage, when it seemed as if the
Society's archives could no longer remain in Philadelphia, we approached
the Swiss Center and appreciated its willingness to accept them. All in all a
very successful endeavor, for which Prof. Schelbert deserves much credit.
As a token of this improved relationship, let me pass on to Donald Tritt for
transfer to the Swiss Center of North America this little photo picture book
on Switzerland that a former member had given to our Society after she had
cleared out her book shelves.
During the course of the year the Society was contacted several times
for help and advice:
The most important, obviously, concerned the Discover your
Swiss Roots project. Contacts were made at different levels, most
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol42/iss1/7
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importantly with the Consulate General in Chicago. We are going
to hear more about this subject from Ambassador Loretan in a
minute.
I was also visited by a representative of the Migrationsmuseum
in Winterthur about an exhibition on Ellis Island next summer and
fall focusing on famous Swiss immigrants, whose Swiss ancestry is
little known in America, such as General Sutter, Othmar Ammann,
the Guggenheims, Chevrolet, Steve Ballmer, etc. If the project is
realized one could visualize a possible link with our next year's
Annual Meeting that is also going to be held in New York and/or
with the promotion of the Ammann genealogy book that I am going
to mention in a minute. It may also be possible to integrate this
project into Swiss Roots.
Mr. Geri Stocker, a Swiss radio reporter and hobby
photographer, has created an exhibition of photographs depicting
the many examples of Americana, mostly large posters, which one
encounters in Swiss streets, railway stations, etc. and enquired
about possibilities of showing it in Swiss clubs or Swiss centers in
the US. Prof. Tritt has provided him with some advice in this
respect.
In concluding I would like to thank a number of members who have
played an important part in the past year's activities. My first thanks go to
Franz and Rosemarie Portmann from the Swiss Consulate here in
Philadelphia for their help and advice to a novice president in organizing an
Annual Meeting in this town.
I would also like to thank my co-officers for their dedication and hard
work; Rosa Schupach Vice President North America has been a frequent
and helpful source of advice; GionMatthias Schelbert quickly established
himself as a trusted treasurer; Ernie Thurston has continued to manage our
membership records with a steady hand; and Jtirg Siegenthaler has been an
unfailing recording secretary.
Last but not least my great thanks go to two non-officers but old Society
hands Marianne Burkhard and Leo Schelbert to whom I have turned often
for inspiration and advice and have never been disappointed.
Before giving the floor to Ambassador Loretan, let me propose a slight
change in the published agenda, namely moving point 9.Publications ahead
of point 7.Treasurer's Report. In hindsight it seems more logical to discuss
the Society's publishing plans for the coming year before discussing the
new budget that will have to provide the necessary credits to finance these
plans.
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D. Membership Report
Swiss American Historical Society
09/30/2005
To:
Members of the Swiss American Historical Society
From: Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary
Subject: Annual Membership Report
IN BRIEF: We have 244 current members, an 8% decrease from the 265
reported last year at this time. The number of new members is down (from
15 the previous year) but the number not renewing is about the same as in
2004. We need to address the recruitment of new members. We had no new
LIFE members this year, but I want to acknowledge Gion Matthias
Schelbert, whom I forgot to thank in last year's report for becoming a LIFE
member in 2004.
CURRENT MEMBERS BT TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type
US/Canada
Switz./Other
Regular ($50/yr.)
107
30
Student ($15/yr.)
4
2
11
4
Institution ($75/yr.)
Life Members ($500)
39
7
_Jl
Complimentary
....2.
192
52

Total
137
6

15
46
40
244

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2004 to 09/30/2005
Members as of 10/01/2004
265
Plus: New Members Enrolled
7
Plus: Former Members (not "Current" last year) who have rejoined
0
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
- 10
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
- 18
Current Members, 09/30/2005
244
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK .......... 1
IN .......... 4
NJ ............. 5
UT .................... 3
CA ........ 18
LA ......... 3
NV ............ 2
VA .............. ...... 7
CO .......... 1
M ........... 3
NY .......... 24
VT .................... 1
CT .......... 1
MD ........ 9
OH .......... 10
WA ................... 2
DC .......... 3
ME ........ 1
OR ............ 2
WI ................... 14
DE .......... 2
MI .......... 1
PA ............. 7
BC, Canada ...... 1
FL ........... 5
MN ........ 8
RI .............. 1
ON, Canada ...... 2
GA .......... 1
MO ........ 1
SC ............. 5
QB, Canada ...... 1
HI ........... 1
MT ........ 1
SD ............. 2
Germany ........... 1
IA ........... 3
NC ......... 7
TN ............ 4
Switzerland ..... 51
IL .......... 20
NH ......... l
TX ............ 4
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol42/iss1/7
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Commentary by Heinz Bachmann, President

I fully agree with Ernie Thurston's remarks that we need to address the
recruitment of new members. In fact, I am quite concerned about our long
term membership outlook. Over the last decade total membership has
declined by nearly 40% from a peak of 390 to little over 240. While in the
mid-1990s the Society was confident of reaching a level of 500 very soon,
membership actually declined to a level less than half of that. This decline
really sneaked up on us. There was hardly ever a year with a large enough
fall to catch our attention; instead there were constant, relatively minor
declines - averaging about 15 persons per year - that went largely unnoticed.
This last year, the decline reached 21 or 8%.
While there is no immediate danger, this trend can not continue for very
much longer before seriously jeopardizing the future of our Society. Once
membership falls below a critical level a vicious circle is likely to set in, as
annual fees would need to be raised increasingly to cover increasing costs
per member; this, of course, would further accelerate the decline in
membership; and so on and so on and so on.
The past membership decline did not result primarily from a lack of
interest in what we do. In fact, over the last decade on average over 25 new
members joined the Society every year. This is actually a fairly high figure
which indicates that the SAHS still has a valid raison d'etre and that it is
doing something for which there still is considerable demand. However, the
figure is by far not sufficient to compensate for the nearly 40 members
dropping out every year. Just simply to compensate that loss, and prevent
any further decline in present membership, new, annual recruitments would
have to increase by over 50% above the past trend. This is not just going to
happen; we need to make it happen.
What is needed, in my opinion, is a basic change in our attitude vis-avis membership recruitment from the past attitude of benign neglect to a
decidedly pro active stance. As you may remember, in 2002 at the initiative
of - and largely financed - by the late Dr. Ziegler, the Society did make a
rare, active recruiting attempt by printing an attractive flyer that was widely
distributed to Swiss clubs, Swiss embassies and consulates. It led to a
sizable upswing of new members in that year; the longer term impact of this
one shot action, however, was virtually nil. What is clearly needed is a
permanent, continuous, effort, year by year by year.
When one starts thinking about the possible content of such a
permanent, continuous membership drive the first thing that hits one is the
lack of knowledge about our prospective new members, who they might be,
what could make them join, and - most importantly - how could we
possibly make ourselves known to them .. To remedy this lacuna I propose
that we carry-out a limited survey. Since it would be difficult to question
prospective members (the target population) whom we do not know, I
propose that we question recent members, IE. the 60 to 70 members who
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2006
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have joined in the last 7-8 years and are still members today. The
questionnaire should tell us who they are, such as first generation
immigrants, second or later generation immigrants, persons with no family
links with Switzerland, etc.; What their mother tongue is; Whether they are
members of a Swiss club, of a historical or a genealogical association and
regularly attend their meetings; Whether they are subscribers to one of the
Swiss periodicals published in the US, or any historical or genealogical
periodicals; Whether they are interested mainly in immigration issues, in
genealogical research, or more generally in Swiss-American relations;
Whether they are academics, (professors and students) who can best be
contacted in colleges, universities, think tanks etc; and last but not least how
on earth they managed to know about us, considering that the term SwissAmerican Historical Society is not a household word, neither in the US nor
in Switzerland.
Based on the outcome of this survey a permanent membership
recruitment policy should be designed that may include some of the
following elements:
Regular advertising in periodicals read by the target population 1/
SAHS presence at certain events frequented by the target population,
whether they are organized by Swiss Clubs or other organizations
(historical, genealogical), short presentations, staffing a booth; possibly
using some of SAHS's excess book holdings as enticements
Whenever possible, use the publication of a new Society book or of a
special issue of the Review to organize a new book release or book
debut with or without the help of a local Swiss club and of our own
members living in the area. While not all publications lend themselves
to this approach many do such as the books on Philip Schaff and Mari
Sandoz and the trilogy by Carol Williams 2/
In this year's proposed budget an allocated $600 is included for these
purposes.
1/ such as "The New Swiss Journal", presented in the Feb. 2003 issue of

Review
"The Swiss Connection" by Maralyn Wellauer, Gonzenbach
Award 1996
The "Swiss Review", published by the Organization of the Swiss
Abroad
2/ Philip Schaff:

Mercersburg College (21 years); F+M Lancaster; Union
Theological Seminar New York
Mari Sandoz: Nebraska State Historical Soc., Lincoln
University of Nebraska, honorary Doctorate of Literature
Carol Williams Trilogy: Savannah, Charlestown

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol42/iss1/7
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Finally, any pro active membership drive should focus particularly on
three groups of potential members which have so far remained largely
outside our Society: French speaking and Italian speaking Swiss and their
descendants as well as people living in Canada. For historical reasons our
Society always had a predominantly Swiss German membership. All its
founding fathers were Swiss Germans and - except for one Romansch
speaker - so were the initiators of the 1964 reactivation, including the then
Ambassador in Washington, the head of the Consulate General in New York
and the Cultural Counselor at the embassy, who all played an active role in
that rescue operation. While the Society has a limited number of French
speaking members, right now we don't seem to have a single Italian
speaking member nor any individual member living in Canada. [The four
"Canadian" members shown in our statistics consist of the Swiss Embassy
and three Consulate Generals]. This triple lack presents at the same time an
opportunity and a challenge; an opportunity in as far as there are three pools
of potential members just waiting out there to be tapped; a challenge to
come up with the appropriate strategy to successfully tap them. At this
stage, I have no concrete plans on how to meet this challenge but would be
grateful for any constructive suggestions.

S A H S Membership 1992-2005
Sept.
30

us

Regular Life Comp!.Total
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992

122
143
150
191
178
194
210
193
20le
242e

39 31
39 29
37 29
36 28
33 28
33 28
30 30
29 31
32e 33e
31e 3le

192
211
216
255
239
255
270
253
266
304e
309
337
332
317

Switzerland
Regular Life Comp!. Total
36
38
41
44
48
47
44
36
36e
37e

7
7
6
6
5
4
4
4
4e
4e

9
9
11

13
15
15
16
16
16e
14e

52
54
58
63
68
66
64
56
56
55e
55
53
55
52

GrandTotal
Regular Life Comp!. Total
158
181
191
235
226
241
254
229
237
279e
290
318
321
313

46
46
43
42
38
37
34
33
36
35e
33
29
27
24

40 244
38 265
40 274
41 318
43 307
43 321
46 334
47 309
49 322
45e 359c
41 364
43 390
39 387
32 369

Remarks:

us

includes a small number in Canada
includes a small number in other countries
includes students and institutions
refers to Sept. 25, corrected for typo (see Report 1997 p. 19)
break-down estimated
e
Source:
Annual Meeting reports
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2006
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SAHS Membership, Annual Losses and Gains
Old members
dropped out

New members
enrolled

Net

2004/5

28

7

- 21

2003/4

25

15

- 10

2002/3

57

13

-44

2001/2

26

37

+ 11

2000/1

22

8

- 14

1999/0

41

28

- 13

1998/9

34

591/

1997/8

33

20

- 13

1996/7

81

44

- 37

Total (all 9 years)

347

231

- 116

Annual average

38.6

25.7

- 12.9

199

108

- 91

33.2

18.0

- 15.2

Total (last 6 years)
Annual average

+ 25 1/

1/ including 7 old members who have rejoined
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE SWISS AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
For the 2004-2005 Fiscal Year (Oct. 1 2004 to Sept. 30, 2005)

Submitted to the Annual Membership Meeting , Oct. 1, 2005, in Philadelphia , PA
Opening
BALANCE
SHEET

ASSETS
ASSETS
ASSETS
ASSETS
ASSETS

101 Checking Account
102 Vanguard STAR Fund
103 Capital Assets
104 Petty Cash
105 Pre-Paid Exoenses

TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILTIES
LIABILTIES
LIABILTIES
EQUITY

201
202
203
299

Accounts Payable
Restricted Funds
Other Payables
Net Worth

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

10/1/2004

9/30/2005

4,682.99
64,700.68

2,596.42
72 ,416 .13

0
31 .82
167.8

0
0
167.8

69 583.29

75 180.35

0
0
0
-69,583.29

0
0
0
-75,180.35

-69,583 .29

-75,180.35

OPERATING
STATEMENT

INCOME
INCOME
INCOME
INCOME

Amount

301
302
305
306

Annual Dues
Donations
Vanguard STAR Dividends
Vanouard Caoital Aooreciation

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
EXPENSES
EXPENSES
TOTAL
EXPENSES

Closing

6,450.00
435
1,621.20
6,094.25
14,600.45

403 Postage, Stationary, & Admin.
404 Publications
408 Honorariums

2,230 .57
6,241 .00

1/
2/

500
8 971.57

NET INCOME

5,628.88

1/ Includes cost of shipping SAHS Review

2/ Includes special printing of book

Submitted:

GionMatthias Schelbert
Treasurer
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E. Treasurer's Report
Annual Financial Report of the Swiss American Historical Society
SAHS; PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 2005-2006
Income
301 Annual Dues: US
301 Annual Dues : Switzerland
302 Donations
303 Annual Meeting Fees
304 Book Sales
340 Van guard ST AR Fund Dividends
306 Vanguard Capital Appreciation
307 Life Membership Paid

7,000
2,500

1,600
2,000

13,100

Total Income
Expenses
401 Annual Meeting
402 Donations
403 Postage, Stationary & Admin.
404 Publication, Review
404 Publication, books
405 Legal & Professional Services

500
5,500
8,100
600

Total Expenses

14,700
- 1,600

Net Result

Additional Notes:
Annual Meeting Fees (303) and Expenses (401) are netted out
Publication, books (404)includes:
Lesquereux ,
printing and distribution
new book release Chicago
new book release Columbus
Ammann genealogy distribution
new book release
Otto Wyss book
translation , SAHS share

5,000
400
200
800
200
1,500

Legal & Professional Services (405)
expenses related to the membership drive; advertisements, etc.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol42/iss1/7
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The Society's finances did quite well last year. As indicated in the
balance sheet, its net worth - or if one prefers, its endowment - increased by
about $ 5,600, exclusively as a result of an increase in the value of the
Society's investments in Vanguard STAR. Without that increase the year
would have ended with a small deficit. Is that capital appreciation going to
continue as it has over the last three years? Nobody can tell, of course; in the
proposed budget for 2005/06 an amount of $ 2,000 is included, in line with
past budgets.
Annual dues at about $ 6,500 came in way below budget; largely, but
not exclusively as no transfers were made from Switzerland. This is going to
change this year when it is planned to introduce, or re-introduce, a system
of automatic transfers. As a result, the proposed budget foresees a marked
increase in annual dues revenues to$ 9,500.
Actual expenditures were about $ 2,000 or nearly 20% below budget.
Most of it does not represent real savings but a shifting of costs for the
Lesquereux book from last year to this; one of the reasons why expenditures
on book publishing are proposed to nearly triple this year. These
expenditures are detailed at the bottom of the budget. They reflect the work
program proposed above.
Finally, the proposed budget for this year projects a small overall deficit
of$ 1,600. Given the Society's present net worth of over $ 75,000 this is
quite manageable.

G. Publications
In the absence of both Nicole Butz, the Society's book editor, and Prof.
Dwight Page, editor of the SAHS Review, I would like now to brief you
about the Society's publishing plans for the coming year and to ask for your
approval .
As mentioned already the most spectacular event of the year will be the
release of the Lesquereux book next spring. This could provide a first
opportunity for a pro-active membership drive as just discussed. First, it is
proposed that the book not just be distributed quietly to our members, but be
released to the general public as part of an event planned by the Consulate
General of Chicago in the context of the Swiss Roots project; while the
Society's role in this event is limited it will nevertheless provide a welcome
promotional opportunity. A similar event may be organized in Columbus
OH where Lesquereux lived for many years until his death. Second, if a
successful way could be found, publication of this book written by a world
famous scientist from Neuchatel could help in our efforts to attract more
French speaking members . The remaining costs of this project - printing and
distribution - are estimated at about $5,000. They were approved at earlier
Annual Meetings. The Chicago and Columbus events are not likely to cost
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2006
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the Society more than about $600 and are submitted for your approval
today.
A second book likely to become ready for publication late in the year, is
the genealogy of Othmar Ammann, the famous bridge builder of Swiss
descent. Some years ago the family had published a genealogy in German.
Recently, his daughter Dr. Margot Ammann Durrer translated the book into
English and approached Prof. Schelbert about the best way of publishing it
in the US. Genealogies, even of famous people, are generally not very
popular reading. Nevertheless, the Society felt justified publishing the book,
given that Othmar Ammann's Swiss origin is not that widely known. Dr.
Durrer has volunteered to finance all preparation and printing costs; the
Society's financial obligations would be limited to the costs of Picton Press
delivering the book to our members as well as to a number of libraries and
other scientific organizations in the US. These costs are estimated at about
$600. Again, we are considering the possibility of organizing a new book
release in New York - in the context of the Swiss Roots program or other that could provide publicity for our Society. This might cost another $200.
These proposals are submitted for your approval today.
Finally, we are asking for your approval to start work on a new book for
publication in 2007. It is a classic SAHS project, the translation of a large
number of letters by a Swiss immigrant and his two wives, covering over 70
years from 1862 to 1935. No, Otto Wyss was not a bigamist, but his first
wife passed away early and with the help of this brother in Zurich a second
wife joined him from Switzerland to look after the widower and his two
young girls. The family's three young boys had dyed of diphtheria within
three days of each other a few years earlier. As you can see, this is not a
cheerful book but a grim narrative of the appalling conditions often faced by
Swiss immigrants in their daily struggle for survival as late as the second
half of the 19th century. In that respect, it shares many similarities with the
early parts of the Thiirkauf memoirs.
In addition to the subject matter, this book project has three attractive
features:
1. It would appear to lend itself fairly well to the organizing of a new book
release in line with what has been discussed before. Most of the story is
set in one little town located halfway between San Francisco and Los
Angeles. Hence, there is a strong local focus. There are several
historical societies and museums in the vicinity that might be willing to
co-sponsor such an event; and so might the Swiss Club of Santa
Barbara, about 100 miles to the south;
2. The book has already been published in Switzerland; hence, the material
is ready for translation without need for further research, including
annotations and a bibliography. The only possible changes could consist
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of some shortening in the early parts dealing with Otto Wyss's youth in
Switzerland and his work experience in France and England;
3. The Wyss family is ready to finance the translation costs up to a total of
$4,000, possibly even $5,000. We estimate that these costs could reach
about$ 6,000. Hence, the proposed budget this year includes $1,500 of
our own funds for this purpose.

3. PROGRAM OF THE AFTERNOON MEETING
1:30 P.M.

Dr. Donald G. Tritt,
Emeritu s Professor of Psychology , Denison University, Ohio
"Leo Lesquereux (1806-1889) , Swiss American Bryologist
and Paleontologi st: An Arduous Journey of Excellence in
Science "

2:30P.M.

Coffee Break

2:45 P.M.

Ms. Wendy Everham,
"Lesquereux ' s View of the United States circa 1849/50"

4-4 :30 P .M.

Departure

* The next national meeting of the Swiss American Historical Society will
take place in New York on Saturday , October 71r1,
2006 . All members of the
Society are cordially invited to attend.
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